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              Rationale 
 

At Mesne Lea School we strive to cultivate a real enjoyment of music and aim to deliver high quality music 
teaching, supporting and encouraging all children to achieve their full potential.  
 
The intention of the Music curriculum here at Mesne Lea is first and foremost to help children feel that they 
are musical, and to develop a lifelong love of Music. Through our musical curriculum, children will develop 
the skills of singing, playing tuned and untuned instruments, improvising and composing music. They will 
develop the knowledge of the History of Music and appreciation of the cultural context of Music too – 
celebrating musicality across the world and within different cultures. Our curriculum helps children develop 
transferable skill, such as, team work, leadership and creative thinking – these are vital to raise aspirations 
and prepare them for Key Stage 3. 

 
Purposes 

• To enjoy listening to a wide range of music from different times and cultures 

• To enjoy making music based on different times and cultures 

• To perform with confidence and enjoyment 

• To sing with confidence and enjoyment  

• To develop composition and appraising skills  

• To develop a musical vocabulary with which to evaluate the music listened 
to  

• To provide a range of musical opportunities  

• To encourage awareness, enjoyment and appreciation of Music in all its 
forms.  

• To develop imagination and creativity.  

• To help children of all abilities develop positive attitudes and to experience 
success and satisfaction in music.  

• To offer opportunities to perform, compose, listen and appraise. 
 
Implementation 
 

 
Class teachers will plan and teach using the Kapow Curriculum, which takes a holistic approach to Music. 
There are individual strands that are woven together; such as; Performing, Listening, Composing, History 
of Music, and the inter-related dimensions of Music. Each five lesson unit combines these strands within a 
cross curricular topic designed to capture pupils imagination and encourage music enthusiastically. 
Teachers will use the progression of skills that are taught within each year group to revise or build where 
necessary. 

 

 
EYFS 
Throughout EYFS children at Mesne Lea will learn: 
o how to play certain instruments, 
o perform together as a group  
o Starting to sing a familiar song and play an instrument, encouraging others to join 

in  
o Clapping or tapping out a beat  
o singing lyrics to a song  
o Using familiar, everyday objects to create new instruments and sounds 

Demonstrating how to use your body and voice as instruments  
o Searching for and watching videos showing traditional dances   
o Learning and practising traditional dances together  
o Using a safe search engine to find out more information or facts about particular 



dances or music types  
o Searching for and listening to music together  
o Finding out about different music relating to customs and festivals that are 

important to the children  
o Children will display their musical knowledge through their play on a regular basis. 

You can use the following list as a guide to know what to look out for, although it 
is obviously not an exhaustive list.  

o Singing familiar songs to themselves or others  
o Humming a tune  
o Tapping or clapping beats or rhythms  
o Using their bodies to make sounds (stamping, clapping, clicking fingers etc.)  

Using their voices to make or imitate sounds  
o Creating or copying dances  
o Creating or recreating songs either with or without instruments  
o Experimenting with the sounds instruments make  
o Creating instruments using junk modelling • Singing and performing action songs  
o Asking to listen to music  
o Naming or talking about instruments  
o Creating a band or performing a concert 

 
KS1 
At Mesne Lea during key stage 1 children will:  
o Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants 

and rhymes  
o Play tuned and untuned instruments musically  
o Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 

recorded music  
o Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of music 
 

KS2 
At Mesne Lea during during key stage 2 children will:  
o Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 

musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 

o Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory Use 
and understand staff and other musical notations 

o Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians Develop 
an understanding of the history of music 

 
Assessment 
At Mesne Lea assessment will form an integral part of the teaching and learning of 
Music. This will be done by observing children working and performing, by listening to 
their responses and by examining work produced in relation to the expectations set 
out on our curriculum maps, conducting Pupil Voice, Music leader to preform book 
looks termly. Teachers assess the children’s work in music both by making informal 
judgements as they observe them during lessons and by completing formal 
assessments of their work, gauged against specific end points set out for each year 
group using KAPOW assessment criteria for each unit. Teachers will post videos of 



children’s performances on the school website and display pictures and annotations of 
children’s work in floor books. 
 
 
Role of Governors 
At Mesne Lea governors determine, support, monitor and review the school policies 
and curriculum map. They support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by 
allocating resources effectively. They ensure that the building and equipment are safe. 
They monitor pupil attainment across the school and ensure that staff development 
and performance management promote good quality teaching. 
 
 
Role and Responsibilities of Music Subject Lead 
 
At Mesne Lea the music leader has the responsibility of overseeing music 
within the school including:  
o Formulating and updating the policy when appropriate  
o Ensuring staff are aware of the policy’s content and that it matches classroom 

practice as far as possible  
o Ensuring appropriate resources are available and regularly updating them within 

the limits of the music budget and according to needs  
o Disseminating information, as it is received from any external source, to staff and 

children  
o Supporting staff with music-related issues when required  
o Organising extra-curricular trips  
o Liaising with additional adult helpers who run an extra-curricular music club/help 

on extracurricular music trips  
o Managing the budget  
o Attending courses relevant to professional development within their role as subject 

leader. 
 
 
Disability Equality Impact Assessment  
This policy has been written with reference to and in consideration of the school’s 
Disability Equality Scheme. Assessment will include consideration of issues identified 
by the involvement of disabled children, staff and parents and any information the 
school holds on disabled children, staff and parents.  
 
 
Any questions or concerns regarding this policy should be made to the Music 
Subject Leader. 
 
 
 
 

 
 


