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Art and Design  
Policy 



Rationale  

At Mesne Lea Primary School, we believe that Art, Craft and Design stimulates creativity and imagination. 

It provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a special way of understanding and responding to 

the world. It enables children to communicate what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, 

texture, form, pattern and different materials and processes. This policy details the provision we make for 

the learning and teaching of Art and Design at our school and in particular:  

• The importance the school attaches to quality first teaching and learning opportunities in Art and 

Design as an entitlement to all its pupils. 

• To provide support and reference to staff to ensure a consistency with both quality and approach. 

• How we have chosen and organised the Art and Design curriculum, developed its outcomes and 

how this is monitored and assessed 

• How summative and formative assessment is used to assess the children’s progress in and across 

key stages against objectives defined for individual subject outcomes 

• To emphasise that high quality teaching and learning of Art and Design is the responsibility of all 

staff 

Aims 

 • To enable children to become visually literate and understand that art is a form of communication 

 • To enable children to use a wide range of media to communicate ideas and feelings  

 • To nurture and harness creativity and acquire and develop a range of skills and techniques 

 • To develop children’s capacity for imaginative and original thought and to try out ideas without the fear 

of failing 

 • To enable children through observation to learn about the world around them 

 • To help children learn about the role of art, craft and design in their environment and take inspiration 

from it 

• To enable children to become independent in the planning and reviewing of their work and the work of 

other artists 

 
Art is as natural as sunshine and as vital as nourishment. 

MaryAnn Kohl. 

 
At Mesne Lea, we place a great emphasis on the importance of Art and Design. Art and Design gives our 

children the opportunity to learn how to express themselves through their own creativity and through the 

awareness and celebration of our own individual uniqueness. We want to unearth talent and fire passion 

to create artists and designers ready for the real world. 

 

There are no right or wrong answers and no limit to our imaginations! 



Art and Design at Mesne Lea enables children to express themselves and engage with their emotions in 

a creative, imaginative manner. A chance to experiment, investigate, create, make mistakes, and have 

fun whilst learning. Our Art and Design curriculum has been chosen to ensure our children have the 

chance to be curious, ask questions and become inspired to find out more about the diverse world we live 

in.  

 

We have chosen to use KAPOW across EYFS, KS1 and KS2 as it has a clear progression of skills and 

provides the broad, balanced and exciting curriculum we want for our children. We want our children to 

know about some of the great male and female artists and designers and their differing cultures and 

histories.  We want them to question what ‘great’ means and ask what makes a piece of art ‘great’. We 

want them to learn not only about well-known artists but other artists too. We will celebrate local artists 

and designers and learn about newer and less well-known craftspeople. We believe that our curriculum 

will contribute to the quality of our children’s lives, both within and beyond school. We see Art and Design 

as a means to support learning in a range of ways. The skills that are developed in these subjects can be 

transferred across the curriculum in a variety of ways and thus promote and enhance learning. This means 

our children will ultimately be prepared for a future of possibilities. 

 

EYFS  

At Mesne Lea, Art and Design is an integral part of our early Years curriculum. Art is taught and 

experienced through a mixture of child initiated, adult directed learning and open-ended play. We relate 

the creative development of the children to the objectives set out in the early learning goals, which 

underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. The children’s learning includes art, music, 

dance, role-play, construction and imaginative play. The range of experiences encourage children to make 

connections between one area of learning and another and so extends their understanding. In Nursery 

and Reception, children are taught specific art skills which means children are ready and able to achieve 

well in Year One. 

 

Class teachers will plan meaningful lessons aiming to develop knowledge, skills and confidence in Art and 

Design. In the Early years, children will be taught to represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings 

through Art and Design. Teachers plan for both focused and independent art activities and ensure all 

children have the opportunity to express themselves creatively and use their imaginations through 

exploration and play.  

 

In KS1 and KS2, class teachers will plan their lessons following our scheme ensuring the skills and 

knowledge stated in the National Curriculum are covered. When planning and teaching Art and Design, 

teachers should aim where possible, to make links with other subjects so the children can transfer and 

apply their skills. Teachers should guide children to use their sketch books as a place for exploration, 



investigation and practice. They should ensure children are able to talk about and evaluate their work and 

refine their skills. Children’s artwork will be in sketch books, on displays and photographed for reference 

and assessment purposes. We want to ensure that Art and Design is embedded in our whole school 

curriculum and that opportunities for enhancing learning by using art are always taken. Children will use 

reading and writing as a vehicle to present art knowledge, and secure and practise their art skills in other 

curriculum subjects. Teachers will ensure they teach specific art vocabulary as identified on the knowledge 

organisers and in the progression document. Teachers will follow the year group planning to teach about 

well-known and less well known artists and designers who inspire and interest the children. Throughout 

the school year, there will be opportunities to enrich the curriculum through theme days giving teachers 

the chance to plan interesting, imaginative lessons around a topic. Teachers will aim to plan educational 

visits and experiences outside the classroom that enable our children to broaden their knowledge of art, 

artists and designers and inspire and engage them in their learning.  

 

Non-Negotiables for Teachers: 

 • In KS1 and KS2 teachers plan and teach following our scheme KAPOW 

 • EYFS Expressive Arts and Design floor books are used in all EYFS classes. Sketchbooks are used in 

all KS1 and KS2 classes. Dates are written on each piece of work but no learning objective needed 

. • Teachers do not mark work in sketchbooks. Children are encouraged to evaluate their own work and 

make annotations where appropriate 

 • Knowledge mats from KAPOW are shared with the children  

• Artwork too big to fit in sketch books is photographed and stuck in 

• Sketchbooks should show a journey of investigation and exploration before a final piece of artwork 

 • Specific art vocabulary should be evident in sketchbooks where appropriate 

 • Sketchbook guidelines for children to be stuck on inside front cover 

 • Sketchbooks can be used across the curriculum for any cross curricular lesson 

 • Teachers use the learning objectives from KAPOW on SONAR to assess their children 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How we know if it has worked? 

 

By the end of the EYFS, children will have: 

 • Developed artistic and cultural awareness supporting imagination and creativity  

• Explored and played safely with a variety of materials, tools and techniques  

• Developed understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and the ability to communicate through the arts  

• Been inspired through a wide variety of books to create pieces of art  

• Explored the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants  

 

By the end of KS1, children will have:  

• Experimented with drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and 

imagination  

• Developed a wide range of Art and Design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form 

and space  

• Learnt about the work of a diverse range of artists, craft makers and designers and make links to their 

own work  

• Began a learning journey in their sketch book, using this as a place to investigate, experiment, make 

mistakes, create and evaluate  

 

By the end of KS2, children will have: 

Continued to develop their techniques including their control and use of different media 

 • Gained an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design 

 • Continued their learning journey in their sketchbooks using them to review, refine and revisit ideas  

• Improved their mastery of Art and Design techniques including drawing, painting and sculpture 

 • Found out about and be inspired by a diverse range of artists, designers and craftspeople  

 

Whole School Impact: 

• Art and Design is loved and talked about by teachers and pupils across the school  

• All children use technical vocabulary accurately and pupils will know, apply and understand the skills 

and processes taught 

 • Children will be confident art critics and appreciators and able to analyse their own work and discuss 

their opinions of the work of others  

• Children will have skills in Art and Design that can be transferred across the curriculum 

 

 

 

 



Children will become more resilient by continually evaluating and improving their artwork Impact 

will be measured by the following: 

 

 • Sketch book and artwork monitoring will show that all children’s outcomes are 85% good outcomes or 

better.  

• Sketch book and artwork monitoring will show at least 15% have outstanding evidence that show children 

are engrossed and can know and remember more about Art and Design linked directly to the intent.  

• Pupil voice shows that 85% of children can talk about an artist studied and discuss a piece of artwork 

they have seen  

• Monitoring shows that theory and intent is being implemented in the order and approach as planned by 

the subject leader.  

• Book looks, photographs, displays and pupil voice will show children are remembering more about art 

and showcase the development of progressive art skills throughout the year groups.  

• Sketch books show evidence of specific art vocabulary being taught, used and remembered. 

 • Sketch books show evidence of children evaluating artwork- both their own and the work of others. • 

Termly reporting of class data to the subject leader.  

• Data at the end of EYFS will show at least 88% will achieve the art objectives.  

• By the end of KS1 at least 85% of children will be age related with 10 percent achieving above.  

• By the end of Year 3 and 4 at least 85% of children will be age related with 15 percent achieving above.  

• By the end of Year 5 and 6 at least 85 % of children will be age related with 15% achieving above. 

 

Role of the Subject Leader  

• To support colleagues in the teaching of Art and Design.  

• To keep up to date on the use of Art and Design in the curriculum and regularly attend training for subject 

leaders and feedback new information and ideas to staff.  

• To monitor teaching and learning and the standards of children’s work.  

• To regularly review and update the Art and Design Policy and contribute to the school’s self-evaluation 

programme.  

• To inspire and excite staff about art and the teaching of Art and Design 

 

Assessment 

At Mesne Lea assessment is carried out in accordance with our assessment policy. On-going teacher 

assessment during and after lessons ensures that skills are developed, and progress made in the area of 

Art and Design. At the end of each unit children from Y1-Y6 are assessed against the end points identified 

on SONAR. The class teacher also evaluates each child’s skills by their use of a sketchbook. All children 

are encouraged to develop the habit of using these, primarily for developing ideas for their work and for 

working out ideas, plans and designs; but also, for recording, exploring, and storing visual information 



which can be readily retrieved and used as reference. Children are also encouraged to self-assess their 

work and make annotations about this in their sketchbooks. The class teacher can look back and reflect 

on the content and judge which they can use to further develop ideas, skills and understanding. It is 

important to extend children’s skills and allow them to practise regularly.  

A unit summary will be created by each teacher to match their unit which will be ticked to show when 

children have achieved the learning objective, At Mesne Lea, displaying children’s work well also plays a 

positive part in the appraisal of the Art and Design work in the school; this gives it value and reminds the 

children what has been achieved and enables them to share and talk about their work with others. As a 

form of real assessment, this gives the class teacher opportunities to focus on the different ways the 

children may have responded to the theme or starting point. Thus, the public display of Art and Design 

(and other curriculum areas) of each year group is much more than just a way of making the school look 

attractive; it also demonstrates the sequence and development of what has been learnt throughout the 

two key stages. At Mesne Lea, children’s work is also showcased on social media such as Twitter using 

the hashtag #MesneLeaArt. This is a highly visible way of displaying children’s creations and ensures 

children feel their work is valued.  

 

Equal Opportunities and Inclusion 

At Mesne Lea our curriculum for Art and Design will develop enjoyment of and commitment to stimulating 

the best possible progress and the highest attainment for all our pupils irrespective of social background, 

culture, race, gender, differences in ability and disabilities. All of our pupils have an entitlement to 

participate in the Art and Design curriculum and our teaching approaches ensure the avoidance of 

stereotyping when planning work or organising groups. All the teaching staff agree that when using 

reference materials, they should reflect social and cultural diversity and provide positive images of race, 

gender and disability.  

 

Monitoring and Evaluation  

 

At Mesne Lea Primary School, the Art and Design subject leader is responsible for:  

• Overseeing the implementation of the Art and Design curriculum 

• Monitoring the learning and teaching  

• Ensuring the assessment is relevant and informative 

• Making purchasing decisions 

• Ensuring all staff are appropriately trained in all aspects of Art and Design 

• Keeping up to date with developments and research in Art and Design 

• Observing art lessons 

• Monitoring / supporting art planning 

• Preparing policy documents  



• Advising colleagues and helping to develop expertise  

• Liaising with the staff team  

• Contributing to staff Art and Design INSET training  

 

Disability Equality Impact Assessment  

This policy has been written with reference to and in consideration of the school’s Disability Equality 

Scheme. Assessment will include consideration of issues identified by the involvement of disabled 

children, staff and parents and any information the school holds on disabled children, staff and parents 

 

 
 
 

 
 


