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AXTITLE INIDIAINICYE

At Mesne Lea Primary School, we know the impact regular attendance has on your child’s learning and
well-being and that having good attendance is directly linked to raising achievement and developing skills
for life and work. Regular attendance enables pupils to adapt to better routines, schoolwork and
friendship groups. Therefore, we ask that parents/carers support the school by ensuring that your child
attends school every day and arrives ready to learn and on time.

TARGET (based on Government expectations) 96%

LAST YEARS ATTENDANCE 93.42%

CURRENT ATTENDANCE 95.04%

We need to improve this to reach our target.

Matters

Every student. Every da\/,

Sometimes you may be unsure as to whether your child is well enough to be in school. With
autumn and winter just around the corner, many children get colds, mild coughs, and sniffles. If
this happens it is usually ok to send your child into school.

However, if your child gets a high temperature of more than 38 Degrees Celsius then they
should not attend.

A useful guide for parents has been published by the NHS called ‘is my child too ill for school?’
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

By law, all children of compulsory school age must receive a suitable full-time education. You as the parent
or carer, are legally responsible for making sure your children attend on a regular basis. The Department
forEducation (DfE) provide information for schools as to what is acceptable and what is not with regards
to absence.

Examples of reasons that would not be accepted:

A birthday

A shopping trip/day trips

Brother or sister is ill so all children in the family stay off school
Not having uniform ready to wear or can’t find shoes/coat etc
A holiday in term time

If your child does not attend school on a regular basis, you may be fined or prosecuted in court.
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Attendance Ladder

Equates to number

g; z;r;c;r;lrdays off 1000/0 ) Perfection

m“" 989% ) Impressive

Persistent absence is defined by the government as
attendance below 90%. If a child’s attendance drops below
90%, this could lead to them becoming a safeguarding
concern and also result in the authority taking legal action.

Over the next few weeks, we will contact the families of
children whose attendance is below 90%. Families with
regular unauthorised absence will be monitored by the
Educational Welfare Officer.

Very
90% > Concerned

Serious
Concerns

PIUINICITIUTALLT YT LY

We are very proud of the way that our pupils come into school in the morning. Almost all our pupils
arrive on time. This is very important and encourages habits of good timekeeping and stops
classroom disruption.

I would like to remind you that school starts at 8.50am and the school gates will be locked promptly
at that time. If you arrive after the gates are locked, please come to the main office and sign in using
the screen. A pupil who arrives late, after the register has closed, will be marked as late. If they arrive
after 09:30am, they will be marked as U on the school register which counts as an unauthorised
absence. Poor punctuality will mean your child is walking into an already working classroom and can
have a huge impact on their learning.

5 minutes 3.4 days
10 minutes 6.9 days
15 minutes 10.3 days
20 minutes 13.8 days

| thank you in advance for your ongoing support in getting your child into school every day.

Yours sincerely,

Ms Unsworth
Head Teacher




